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AN 


IMPARTIAL STATEMENT, &c. 
CHAPTER T. 


PROPOSITIONS CONCERNING CIVIL GOVERNMENT A9 
THE ORDINANCE OF GOD, 


I. Ir is the evident doctrine of ſcripture, that go- 


vernment is the appointment of Gop, to be a re— 
ſtraint on man's ſelfiſhneſs, and to preſerve a mea- 
ſure of order in the world, notwithſtanding human. 


depravity. Rulers are, therefore, called “ Gop's mi- 


«© niſters, for good to thoſe that do well,” and“ re- 
s vengers, to execute wrath on evil doers,” So that 
government, as it ſubſiſts among men, is in fact both 
a conſequence and a demonſtration of our fallen 


Nate; and the inconveniences reſulting from the abuſe 


of it ſhould be patiently endured, becauſe we are ſin- 
ners. The controverſies concerning the origin of 


government, as the“ ordinance of man,” though im- 


portant in politics, are, in this reſpect, of no conſe- 
quence: for Gop, as the Author of our rational na- 
ture, and the ſupreme Ruler of the world, 1s the foun- 
tain of all ſubordinate authority; by whatever ſecond 
cauſes he hath been pleaſed to confer it. Tt is his 
revealed will that there ſhould be rulers armed with 
power to enforce obedience: his providence hath 
concurred with his word by eſtabliſhing and main- 
taining government throughout the earth: and, 
though coercive power originated from ſin, yet, in 
the preſent ſtate of human nature, its advantages are 
ſo many, that the worſt form of government, and the 
worſt adminiſtered, is preferable to entire anarchy, 
for the people at large. | = 
. II. The 
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IT. The ſcripture does not preſcribe any particular 
form of government as of divine right and univerſal 


obligation. Regal or imperial authority was moſt 


common when thoſe precepts were penned that relate 
to this fubject; and, therefore, that is generally men- 


tioned in them: yet they may be equally applied to 


other eſtabliſned forms; nor do they ſeem intended to 
decide that regal authority is moſt eligible. Yet on 
the other hand, when the Lord by Samuel ſhewed 
Iſrael “ the manner of kings,” (1 Sam. viii.) he 


contraſted the monarchs of the earth with thoſe holy 


men whom he had immediately appointed to judge 
his choſen people: not monarchy itſelf with other 
forms of government that are eſtabliſhed in the ordi- 
nary courſe of human affairs. Man's reafon and ſelf- 


love ſuffice for the regulation of ſuch matters; and the 
divine deciſion of this queſtion would in many caſes 


have increaſed the embarraſſment of conſcientious 
perſons, So that they, who have attempted to prove 
from Scripture the excluſive divine right of any one 

form of government, have in different ways preju- 


_ diced men againſt the truth, and furniſhed a pretence 


to thoſe who refuſe © to be ſubject to principalities 


and powers.” 


III. The eſtabliſhed form of government in every 
country is, for the time, of divine authority; by what- 
ever method the power hath been acquired, and what- 
ever may be the conduct of the rulers. That, which 
in one ſenſe is an * ordinance of man,“ is, in another 
ſenſe, ** ordained of Gop;” for“ there is no power 
„ but of Gop.” He hath appointed government, 


and his providence determines who ſhall govern: and 


it ſhould be carefully noted that when the inſpired 
apoſtles gave theſe inſtructions, Nero, that monſter 
of iniquity, filled the imperial throne. The way, in 
which the Roman emperors obtained their dominion, 
the uſe they made of it, and the character of the 
reigning prince, were as exceptionable as poſhble: yet 
even ſuch powers were for the time ordained of Gop;” 
doubtleſs as a righteous judgement on the guilty 
nations: and though proper remedies may (as we 
ſhall ſee) be applied to ſuch evils, yet in the mean 

| | | time 


= * 
time ſubmiſſion to God's appointment is required of 
us; and we ſhould always prefer ſuffering to fin, 


IV. The ſcripture every where leads us to expect 
that many things will be reprehenſible in the conduct 
of rulers. They have the ſame evil nature as their 
ſubjects, with far more to inflame their paſſions, and 
to prompt to ſelf- indulgence: and, as they are placed 
in the moſt conſpicuous ſtation, it cannot be ſurpriſ- 
ing that objections may juſtly be made to many parts 
of their private character, or public adminiſtration: 


for who could endure ſo ſevere a ſcrutiny as is now 


generally made into their conduct and meaſures? So 
that when revolutions take place one finner ſucceeds 
another in the poſt of temptation and obſervation 
inordinate ſelf- love continues to produce it's effects, 
and murmurs and clamours are ſoon excited ; as every 
may acquainted with human nature might have fore- 
een. 5 


Indeed, if rulers were perfect in wiſdom and juſtice, 
their equal adminiſtration would counteract the ſelfiſn- 
neſs of multitudes; and the ambition or avarice of 
men, more diſtinguiſhed by abilities than integrity, 
being diſappointed, they would ſoon deviſe methods 
of exciting diſcontent: even as the laws and provi- 
dential diſpenſations of Gop himſelf are far from 
giving ſatisfaction to mankind, But as matters now 
ſtand, unleſs the ſelfiſhneſs of many ſuch perſons were 
in ſome meaſure gratified, and they were thus engaged 
to ſupport the exiſting government in every country 
for their own emolument, it would ſoon be ſubverted 
by the combined force of ambition, avarice, defign- 
ing faction, and ignorant diſcontent, however prudent 
and equitable it were: for diſintereſted patriotiſm is 


a very rare thing indeed, at all times, and in all places. 


When this had produced a revolution, the prevailing 
party muſt take the ſame method of ſupporting their 
authority, or elſe it would be ſpeedily ſubverted, ard 
perpetual convulſions would be the inevitable conſe- 
quence : for did not intereſted motives attach multi— 
_ tudes to the party of the rulers, a vaſt majority would 

always oppoſe their meaſures, from envy of their 
pre-eminence, or hope of wreſting it out of their 
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hands. So that a government, conducted in a manner 


ideal, fo long as men in general continue ambitious, 
covetous, deſigning, and ſelfiſh, 


Every porn muſt alſo know that the 


hardſhips and diſadvantages of thoſe things which 
have been tried are fenfibly felt; whereas men in 
1 imagine that ſituations of which they have 

ad no experience are exempt from grievances; yet 


they often afterwards find in them ſuch as are ſtill 


more inſupportable. Indeed one inconvenience in 
our preſent condition zatura/ly impreſſes our minds 
with greater force than twenty advantages by. which 


it is counterbalanced: for this is the fault of our re- 


| bellious ungrateful hearts in every thing; as well as 
in that particular which is the ſubject of our preſent 
enquiry. | i 
And here I would for a moment digreſs from my 


plan to obſerve, that numbers ſeem to think only of 
the burdens and inconveniences of our preſent govern- 


ment, without duly eſtimating the manifold benefits 


enjoyed under it: but whatever human wiſdom may 
hereafter effect, or, rather, whatever a kind providence 


may hereafter confer on ſome favoured nation, or on 


mankind in general,—the fact 1s incontrovertible, that 
no country hitherto, from the beginning of the world, 
has ſo long enjoyed ſuch ſubſtantial and numerous ad- 
vantages, with ſo few rea] grievances, as Britain has 
done; though a contrary inference might naturally be 
drawn from the murmurs and complaints which are 
made by great numbers. Improvements may no doubt 
be made by peaceable means: but, ſhould great and 
violent innovations take place, experience will pro- 


bably ſhew- that evils more formidable than we have 
hitherto known will be the unexpected and unavoid- 


able conſequence. 


that ſeems in ſpeculation perfectly right, can only be 
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CHAPTER II. 


THINGS NOT THE DUTY OF SUBJECTS TO THEIR 
: RULERS. 


I. Tux laws of men ought not to be obeyed when 
they require thoſe things which are contrary to 
the commandments of Gop. ** Whether it be right 
6% to hearken to you more than unto Gov, judge 
„% ye.” We may indeed be miſtaken in our judge- 
ment, and our ſcruples may be groundleſs, but 
conſcience is our immediate rule of action, and no 
human authority can juſtify us in violating its deci- 


ſions, whatever painful conſequences may enſue from 
adhering to them. Yet we ſhould be open to convic- 


tion, and careful in examining the 1 of our 
ified, and our 
conſciences regulated according to the word of Gop.. 


II. We muſt not flatter the perſons, vindicate the 


crimes, or ſubſerve the vices of our ſuperiors. When 


* 


ſuch complaiſance or ſuch ſervices are expected, it 


becomes a man's duty to renounce the advantages of: 
his ſituation, and to venture the diſpleaſure of his 


prince, by a conſcientious refuſal: and ſome perſons 
(as counſellors, and miniſters of religion) ought on 


ſuch occaſions to expreſs their diſapprobation by faith- 


ful and plain expoſtulations. 


III. We are not required to renounce the exerciſe 
of our judgement in reſpect of the characters and 


meaſures. of our rulers, Our private prayers, and ſe- 
veral other duties muſt be regulated by our ſentiments 
in fuch matters, Nor are we bound to expreſs our 
approbation of all thoſe things that come to our 
knowledge; though we ſhould be cautious how we 
credit the reports that are circulated, or form our 
judgement by them. In ſome caſes it may be proper 


for us to expreſs a diſapprobation of public meaſures ; 
that is, as far as the conſtitution of the country autho— 


rizes our interference. Members of Parliament, and 
+7 | | thoſe 
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thoſe who ele them, may in this land properly expreſs 


a diſlike to the meaſures of government, when they 
are exerciſing their diſtin privileges: and in ſome 


caſes it may be very right to concur in petitions for 


the redreſs of grievances; provided it be done peace- 
ably, and without the appearance of a combination to- 
overawe the legiſlature, or the executive power, 


IV. It is not, at all times, neceſſary or expedient 
for us to recede from our civil rights, or to wave the 


protection of the laws againſt the 1 of ma- 


giſtrates. St. Paul repeatedly inſiſted on his legal pri- 
vilege as a Roman citizen: and indeed, the ſecurity 
of his brethren, the welfare of the community, as 


well as his own exemption from needleſs ſuffering, 


rendered it proper that the attention of the magiſtrates 


ſhould thus be directed to thoſe laws which they 


wantonly violated, while they profeſſed to adminiſter 
juſtice according to them. But I can recolle& no in- 


| Nance, in which the ſervants of Gop proteſted againſt 
the hardſhips they endured by the execution of et- 


ing laws, though manifeſtly iniquitous. 


V. We may peaceably concur in ſuch alterations in 
the government, or the public adminiſtration, as are 
introduced in a /egaland conſtitutional manner, without 
fraud or violence, for the increaſe of liberty and ſecu- 
Tity, and for the benefit of mankind. Nay, I appre- 
hend, that we ozght to aſſiſt in promoting ſuch de- 
firable ends; that is, according to the duty of our ſtation 
in the community, and no further. But, whatever good 
may eventually be deduced from violent convulſions 


and ſudden revolutions, when power has been exceed- 


ingly abuſed, ſo many evils muſt be done and fuffered 
in effecting them, that a conſcientious perſon would 
chooſe to ſtand at a diſtance, and leave worldly people 
to ſettle ſuch matters as they can: and if he be con- 


ſtrained to ſhew a preference to one party, according 


to his deliberate judgement, he ſhould evince a diſre- 
gard to ſecular advantages, and ſet an example of mo- 
deration, candour, and love of peace, to thoſe around 
him. The conduct of our Loxp, of his apoſtl-s, and 
of the primitive chriſtians, confirms theſe inferences 

: | | | N from 
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from the precepts of ſcripture: the prophets, under 
the old teſtament, maintained the ſame conduct 
amidſt the revolutions in the kingdom of Iſrael]; 
except when they were eſpecially commiſſioned from 
Gop to oppoſe the idolatry, or reprove the crimes, of 
thoſe in authority, Even David, after he was anoint- 
ed to be king of Gop's people, left it to providence 
to fulfil the promiſes made to him: and, when Saul's 
treachery and 1njuſtice conſtrained him to take mea- 
ſures for his own defence, he repeatedly refuſed to 
_ compaſs his own deliverance and advancement, by 
injuring the perſon of his cruel perſecutor, or by al- 
lowing his friends to do it: yet this revolution was 
expreſsly determined by the Lox b, and was neceſſary 
for the welfare of Iſrael, as well as for the ſafety of 
David himſelf, 1 


It is not here inculcated that the duties of chriſ- 
tians are, ſtrictly ſpeaking, different from thoſe of 
other men; but, that they /e are diſpoſed to attend 
to their duty when it is pointed out to them. The 
ſuppoſition of tyranny and oppreſſion on the one hand, 
and of faction and intereſted oppoſition on the other, 
implies that moſt men act from ſelfiſh principles, and 
very few in compariſon from a regard to the will of 
GOD. This conſcientious. remnant may, therefore, 
with exact propriety withdraw from the fierce conteſts 
of ambitious, covetous, and deſigning men, if the 
duties of their ſtation and the love of their neigh- 
bours do not require their interference. Such violent 
convulſions and ſtruggles for dominion would ceaſe, 
if men in general were real chriſtians: but as that 1s 
not the al the men of the world have commonly 
the largeft ſhare in conducting public affairs: and, 
while we attend to the duties of our ſtation in the 
church and the community, it is no more required 
of us to go out of our way to take a part in the con- 
_ teſts of princes, ſenates, or nations, than it is, to turn 

aſide and negle& our buſineſs to join in an affray in 
the ſtreet through which we paſs, 
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CHAPTER III. 


DUTIZS INCUMBENT ON US TO OUR RULERS, AND IN 
RESPECT OF CIVIL GOVERNMENT, 


I. MixisrERs are charged “ to put?” the people 
nin mind to be ſubject to principalities and powers, 


« and to obey magiſtrates;” (Tit. iii. 1,) not only 
„ for wrath,” or the dread of puniſhment from 
man, * but alſo for conſcience”? fake;” (Rom. xiii. 
5) and © to ſubmit to every ordinance of man 
„for the Loxp's ſake, whether it be to the king 
as ſupreme, or to governors as ſent by him;—for 


« ſois the will of God.” 1 Pet. ii. 134—17. Theſe 
precepts evidently require obedience in all things con- 
ſiſtent with a good conſcience: and the ſuppoſition, 


that they only enjoin ſubjection to equitable laws, ab- 


furdly implies. that every perſon is a competent and: 


conſtituted judge of the equity and reaſonableneſs of 
all the laws of his country, and may determine for 
himſelf whether they are obligatory upon him or not! 
Now ſelf-love alone will influence moſt men to com- 


plain of thoſe laws, as unjuſt and grievous, which in- 


terfere with their eager purſuit of wealth, diſtinction, 
or indulgence: ſo that this one poſition, if univer- 
fally reduced to practice, would ſubvert all govern- 
ment, and annihilate every exerciſe of coercive au- 


thority. What parent or maſter could rule his own-- 
houſhold, if his children and ſervants might determine 


without appeal which of his commands were reaſon— 
able and obligatory, and which were not? This would 


not only deſtroy all ſubordination, but would render - 


ſociety like an inverted pyramid; conſtituting all the 
inferior relations law-givers. and judges over their ſu- 


periors, who muſt previouſly enquire of every indivi- 
dual what commands he would chooſe to obey ! 


Indeed this political notion admirably accords with 
the religious principles of ſuch perſons as exalt their 


own reaſonings above divine revelation, make their 
ſcanty comprehenſion the meaſure of the myſteries of 


the GoDHEAD, and their weakneſs the ſtandard of his 
£ | OMNty 


„ 1 
omnipotence: who attempt to improve the word of 
Gop by their vain conjectures, and preſumptuouſly 
fit in judgement on bis laws, decrees, and diſpenſa- 

tions; as if He were accountable to them, not they to 

Him. But all, who reverence the word and the autho- 
rity of the Loxp, may ſurely perceive the fallacy of 
ſuch a mode of reaſoning as tends to invert the di- 
vinely conſtituted order of things, throughout the 
whole creation, . | | 


The government, rulers, and Jaws, which ſubſiſted 
when theſe precepts were given; the hardſhips to which 
the primitive chriſtians were expoſed from them; and 
their meek, ſubmiſſive conduct combine in demon- 
ſtrating that ſuch vague limitations were never in- 
tended. But if obedience be required even to cor- 
rupt magiſtrates and oppreſſive laws, in the general 
courſe of things; and if diſobedience in ſuch circum- 
ſtances imply rebellion againſt the command and pro- 
vidence of Gop; no doubt they muſt be ſtill more 
criminal who diſobey ſuch rulers as are, upon the 
whole, equitable and gentle, and ſucha ſyſtem of laws 
as is falutary and beneticial—becauſe they are not per- 
fectly impartial or unexceptionable. 


TI. We are required to ſubmit to the providence of 
Gop as to the form of government eſtabliſhed over 
us, while it actually ſubſiſts. It has been ſhewn that 
we may, according to the duty of our fations, concur 
in peaceably introducing ſalutary alterations; and it 
may be added that when changes have taken place, 
whether they accord with our ſentiments or not, we 
ought to yield obedience to thoſe advanced to autho- 
rity, as far as other obligations will admit of it, But 
it cannot conſiſt with ſubmiſſion to the providence of 
Gop, to attempt the z/lega/ and violent ſubverſion of 
any exiſting government: in thus “ reſiſting the 
power, we reſiſt the ordinance of Gop.” It is true 
that in mixed governments (ſuch as ours is) one part 
of the conſtitutional legiſlature may legally reſiſt the 
encroachments of the others: thus chriſtians, in the 
capacity of ſenators, may regularly oppoſe thoſe mea- 
{ures of the executive power which they deem inju- 
rious 
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rious to the community. Nay, in ſome circumſtances 
one part of the legiſlature may be engaged in hoſtili- 


ties againſt the other: in this caſe, © unreſiſting ſub- 
miſſion to the powers that be” does not require us 


to abet the injuſtice, tyranny, or violence of any branch 


of the government; nor does it at all decide to which 


of them our ſubjection is due. A peaceable neutrality 


1s moſt adviſable in ſuch circumſtances, if it can be 
maintained; or even the office of peace-maker if a 
man have ſufficient influence: but if it be indiſput- 
ably manifeſt on which ſide truth and juſtice lie; 
if a man be conſtrained to ſhew which party he fa- 


vours; or if he deem himſelf bound in conſcience to 


take an active part, from love to his country and to 
mankind—he will find it requiſite to watch his own 
heart very carefully, to repreſs every ſelfiſh and ma- 


lignant paſſion, and to follow after and inculcate mo- 


deration, lenity, and forgiveneſs of injuries. But even 
this extreme caſe differs widely from a w2o/ent, officious, 


and fad@tous oppoſition, zz toto, againſt an united ſub- 
ſiſting government; which muſt always involve rebel- 
lion againſt the providence and command of Gop. 


When Iſrael rejected the Lox in rejecting Samuel, 


their fin did not conſiſt in preferring monarchy to the 


authority of judges, but in want of ſubmiſſion to the 
will of Gop, from a vain deſire of being like the na- 
tions of the earth. They deſpiſed their peculiar bleſ- 


ſings, deemed their trivial grievances intolerable, and 


fancied that a change of government would vaſtly add 


to their felicitv. And had the nation, after the ad- 
vancement of David's family to the throne, inſiſted in 


the ſame manner on a republican government, becauſe 


ſome nations proſpered under that form—their rebel. - 
lion againſt Gop would have been the ſame—their 
caprice, diſcontent and ingratitude would have me- 


rited ſimilar rebukes—and perhaps they would have 


obtained their choice as their puniſhment. 


| os : 
In general, it is our duty to ſubmit quietly to the 
exiſting government, ſo long as it ſubſiſts entire, and 
is able to protect us: but in civil conteſts this general 
rule becomes very difficult in the application | 2 
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9 
{ober reflection, a tender conſcience, an upright heart, 
and a dependence on divine teaching, will render a 
man's path plain before him from day to day: and 
the comprehenſive brevity of ſcripture did not ad- 


mit of particular rules being given for all ſuch exempt 
caſes. = | 


Nor would I be poſitive that the command of 
„ unreliſting obedience to the powers that be,“ will 
admit of no further exception in any poſſible circum- 
ſtances. The iron rod of cruel oppreſſion may be 
ſo ſeverely felt that a whole nation, as one man, may be 
rouſed to an united oppoſition to it, and the ruling. 
party then becomes a mere faction in the ſtate, But 
it is not to our preſent purpoſe to enquire whether, in 
this caſe, a conſcientious man be abſolutely forbidden 
to concur in promoting the revolution, for which the 
unanimous voice of a nation calls aloud.—This, we may 
confidently aflirm, is not the caſe, or like to be, in 
theſe kingdoms: as nothing but extreme tyranny, to 
which no /eza/ remedy can be applied, ever reduces 
matters to ſuch an extremity: and in all other cir- 
cumſtances at leaſt, I apprehend, the rules laid down 
will be found ſcriptural, Indeed, there is ſcarcely a 
gencral precept concerning relative duties, in which 
common ſenſe, and a deep acquaintance with the: 
{cripture, would not conſtrain us to allow of an ex- 


ception, in ſome conceivable circumſtances. It is 


poſſible that a parent may act in ſo infatuated, profli- 
gate, or cruel a manner, that obedience, in things nat 
abſolutely ſinful, might be injurious to him, his ſon, 
and the whole family: yet this does not abſolve chil- 
dren from their obligations to obedience in. ordinary 
circumſtances, even though their parents' conduct aud. 
commands be liable to juſt exception. 5 


III. We are expreſsly required to pay tribute and 
cuſtom, for the ſupport of government. Our Lord 


taught the Jews to“ render to Ceſar the things which 


were Ceſar's,” as well as © to Gop the tliings which 
were Gop's:“ though Judea became ſubject to the 
Roman emperors by conqueſt, which is perhaps the 
worſt of all titles to authority. The apoſile gaye the 
ſame inſtruction to chriſtians, (Rom xiii. 6, 7) though 
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the emperors and their deputies, which were collected 
with moſt grievous extortion, to the enriching of a 


few individuals beyond modern conception, and to 


the impoveriſhing of millions. But no exception was 
made on that account: for chriſtians ought very 
little to regard ſuch matters; they ſhould be ſatisfied 
with their better portion even under perſecution; and 
be very thankful for religious liberty, though hardly 


dealt with in other things. As government cannot be 


ſupported without great expence, and as it produces 
ſuch immenſe advantages to us—ſo the payment of 


taxes is as neceſſary to ſtrict probity, as the diſcharge 
of other debts; nor can it conſiſt with a good con- 


ſcience, in any way or degree, to defraud the revenue, 
or to ſhare in the plunder of thoſe who do. All eva- 


fon in this matter involves in it much prevarication 


and diſingenuouſneſs: ſome kinds of it countenance 
a ſet of men whoſe principles and conduct are 1n1- 


mical in the extreme to the peace of the community; 


and as the government will be ſure by one tax or 
other to rate the requiſite ſums, ſo he who fraudu- 
lently withholds a part of his quota conſtrains his 
more conſcientious neighbour to pay it for him: 


how then does he love him as himſelf? or do to 
others as he would they ſhould do to him? 


To argue that taxes /ega/ly impoſed are not due, be- 


cauſe they are partial and exceſſive, involves the ab- 


ſurdity before developed (p. 10, 11): for who does 


not feel a diſpoſition to object to that tax, which 


bears hard on himſelf? or who, almoſt, would pay 
taxes adequate to the public emergencies under the 


moſt frugal adminiſtration, if every one might deter-. 
mine for himſelf which taxes were equal and proper 
to be paid, and which were not? On ſuch a plan no 


government on earth could be conducted: and where 


ſhall we draw the line ?—In fact, when taxes are really 
partial and oppreſſive, legal methods may be uſed to 


get them reduced, changed, or taken off: but till this 


can be done it behoves us to bear the croſs with 
meekneſs and patience; to pay them punctually, and 
to uſe no fraudulent methods of obtaining relief from 
our burdens 


IV. It 
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IV. It is our indiſpenſable duty to honour our 


rulers, and to behave with reſpe& and deference to- 


wards them. 1 Pet. 11. 17. This certainly ſorbids 
us to accuſe them falſely, to ridicule their real or ſup- 
poſed infirmities, or.to endeavour to bring their cha- 
racters and authority into contempt : nor can it con- 
fiſt even with mentioning their faults or miſtakes with. 
out neceſſity, or in order to degrade them in the pub- 
lic opinion. Our ſentiments of men and meaſures - 
are not always in our own power; but the external 
expreſſion of them ſhould be reſtrained or regulated 
by propriety, and the nature of our relation to them. 
A dutiful ſon may greatly diſapprove of ſome things 
in the conduct of his father: but will he circulate 
the report in order to expoſe him? will he induſtri- 
ouſly hold him up to contempt, ridicule, and reproach ? 
will he not rather endeavour to conceal, or palliate, 
his miſconduct, or contraſt it with his virtues? —and 
if this be impracticable, will he not be deeply concern- 
ed for his diſgrace? (after the approved conduct of 
Shem and Japhet, and not after that of undutiful Ham. 


Gen. ix, 20—23.) Such ought to. be our conduct 


towards thoſe whom the providence of God hath placed 
11 authority over us, and whom his word hath com- 
manded us to honour. He hath made no exception to 
this precept on account of the real or ſuppoſed crimi- 
nality of rulers, for this obvious reaſon, that no ruler 
can poſſibly be found whoſe conduct would not afford 
a factious perſon an handle for obloquy and deriſion: 
even as no parent can behave ſo well but that an 


undutiful ſon will find ſomething to object to, or 


turn to ridicule. 


Indeed imagination can ſcarcely form an idea of 


: _ worſe rulers than they who poſſeſſed the authority 


when theſe commands were given: yet even in ſuch 


circumſtances the more holy men are, the leſs diſpoſed 


will they be *© to bring againſt them a railing accuſa- 


* tion;” which Michael the archangel would not 


do even againſt the devil himſelf: (Jude 9g) ſo that 
< ſpeaking evil of dignities, and deſpiſing dominion” 
is contrary to the holineſs of angels, the precepts of 


ſeripture, the example of ag and the practice of 
2 


the 


„ 

the primitive church when groaning under the moſt 

cruel perſecution. But if this be ſo unchriſtian when 

rulers are manifeſtly iniquitous and oppreflive, it muſt 
| be ftill more inexcuſable when their conduct and aq- 
miniſtration are upon the whole commendable ;, this 

accords to ſcarcely any example in ſcripture,except that 
of Korah and his company, and that of the vile anti- 

nomians whom Peter and Jude ſo ſtrenuoufly oppoſed. 
ho would think that his ſon honoured him, if he 
allowed his tongue and pen that unbridled licence, in 


animadverting on all his actions, which even ſome, 4 
„ who ſeem to be religious,“ uſe concerning their 4 
civil governors? Yet the command to honour the . 
king, &c, 1s as expreſs, as that to honour father MB 
and mother; and as obligatory on every man's con- 8 
icience. ä | 5 


V. We are expreſsly required to “ pray for kings, 2 
* and all that are in authority.” 1 Tim. ii. 2. 4 


When this command was given, the civil governors 4 
were heathens, tyrants, and perſecutors: yet, as the 7 
captive Jews were directed to pray for the peace of 3 


Babylon, that in the peace of that city they might 
have peace, — ſo chriſtians were inſtructed to pray for 
their rulers, that they might * lead a quiet and peace- 
able life, in all godlineſs and honeſty ;” for © the z 
kings heart is in the hand of the Loxy,” and it by 
may be expected that in anſwer to the prayers of his D 
people he will influence him to adopt ſalutary mea» 
ſures. So that a wiſe regard to the peace of the 
church and the public welfare, as well as goodwill to . 
the perſons of princes, will always dictate ſincere and 
fervent prayers for bleſſings, ſpiritual and temporal, 
on their perſons and families, and for ſucceſs to all 
their meaſures, except we evidently perceive them to 
be engaged in unjuſtifiable and pernicious under- 
takings; and then, inſtead of expreſſing our diſappro- 
bation in virulent invectives, or bitter complaints, 
we ſhouldearneſtly intreat the Loꝝxp to withdraw them 
from their purpoſe, and to diſpoſe them to hearken to 
more ſalutary counſels. Indeed, when this duty is : 
conſcientiouſly performed from the heart, it has a powerful © 
tendency to calm our ſpirits, and to render us averſe {| 
= 1060 
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irreligious perſons, becauſe their ſentiments coincide 


N „ 
to turbulent oppoſition; and it is by far the moſt be- 
coming and eſkcacious weapon of our warfare, though 
too little made uſe of. 


VI. We are commanded “ to ſtudy,” or to be an- 
Bilious, „to be quiet, and to mind our own buti- 
« neſs;““ to be content with ſuch things as we have ;"' 
„% to fear Gop and the king, and not to meddle with 
& thoſe, who are given to change;“ to confider © that 
& we have here no continuing city,” for the chriſtian's 


& citizenſhip is in heaven;” that © we are ſtrangers 
& and pilgrims on earih;”” that“ in the world we muſt 
40 


have tribulation,“ let who will govern it; that we 


muſt not love the world, or any of its idolized poſ- 


ſeflions, diſtinctions, or enjoyments; and that we muſt 
„not mind high things,” or “ ſeek them” for our- 
ſelves. | 


Indeed every ſtation has its proper duties, and a 
man may ſerve Gov im almoſt any one; provided 
he do not officiouſly iatruse himſelf into it. Saints 
in Ceſar's houſhold had employments that differed 
from thoſe of ſaints in an obſcure village. The Pro- 
conſul Paulus had duties to perform, of another na- 
ture than thoſe of the Apoſtle Paul. David “ ſerved 


„ his generation, by the will of Goy,” as king of 


Iſrael; Daniel as prime miniſter of the Babylonian, 
and afterwards of the Perſian, monarchy; and Nehe- 
miah as governor of Judea. Thus chriſtians may 
ſerve God as ſenators, magiſtrates, or miniſters of 
ſtate; or as kings or emperors, if properly called to 
it. A prophet may deliver the Lokp's meſſage in the 


plaineſt language to the proudeſt monarch ; and Paul 


the priſoner was performing his duty when he cauſed 
his wicked judge to tremble by his faithful admoni- 


tions. | 


But ſurely, if the apoſtles would not “ leave the 


„word of Gop to ſerve tables,” though a very good 


work in itſelf, miniſters of the goſpel ought not to 


Intermit their important labours to diſpute about po- 
| litics, or to attempt the reformation or ſubverſion of 


governments, or to unite with heretical, infidel, or 


In 


(18-3 
in theſe ſecular conterns. They ſeem to have nothing 
to do in ſuch queſtions, but to inſtruc the people from 
the word of Gop, in this, as well as other parts of 
their duty; to ſet them an example of a quiet and 
peaceable behaviour; and to aſſiſt their prayers for 
kings and all in authority. | 


Nor ſhould private chriſtians relax their diligence 
in attending on Gop'sordinances, mutual edification, 
and the duties of their ſeveral relations in life, to form 
ſuch aſſociations, or concert ſuch meaſures, as not 
only excite the jealouſy of rulers, but induce the 
world to conclude that they are as ſelfiſh and ambi- 
tious as their irreligious neighbours; and in many 
other ways give the enemies of the goſpel an occaſion 


profeſs, On the contrary, it behoves us in our ſeveral. 


and tolerates us: for“ the world lieth in the wicked 
„% one,” and it is abſurd to expect more favour in it 
than protection and toleration, | 


We profeſs to ſeek heavenly treaſures and honours 
and we ſhould not ſeem defirous of the periſhing di- 


ſtinctions of this world, which commonly enſnare thoſe 


travelling to heaven; and all our earthly proſperity 
or adverſity will ſoon be ſwallowed up in the joys of 
eternity: if we can do any good by the way, we 
ſhould readily embrace the opportunity; if any thing 
contrary to our conſciences be required of us, we 
ſhould meekly refuſe compliance; if we be abridged 


world, let us not marvel or murmur, but bear it pa- 


_ Redeemer. This conduct will moſt conduce to our 
comfort and edification ; and beſt adorn the goſpel of 


LT Gop our Saviour, by putting to filence the ignorance 


of fooliſh men. 


Though liberty, as diſtinguiſhed from licentiouſneſs 
and anarchy, liberty, civil and religious, perſonal and 


of ſpeaking evil of them, and the holy doctrine they 


ſtations to ſupport that government which protects 


who obtain them: if we are chriſtians indeed, we are 


in our civil privileges, or have hard meaſure from the 


tiently and chearfully, as the diſciples of a crucified | 


political, be very deſirable, even to the utmoſt 8 
| 6 that 
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that human nature in its preſent ſtate can bear, and 
that can conſiſt with Gop's plan of ſubordination, 
which is manifeſt in all his works and all his word; 
and though we ſhould aim, by every peaceable and 
proper method, to promote it in every land ;—yet we 
ſhould ſhew 'a decided preference to that libert 

which CHRISH beſtows on his redeemed people; for 
without this, the moſt celebrated and ſucceſsful cham- 
pion for civil liberty muſt continue for ever the 
abject ſlave of ſin and Satan. 


VII. Laſtly, It becomes vs to“ ſanctify the Loxp 


& of hoſts himſelf; and to let him be our fear :”* that 
humbly accepting of his ſalvation, truſting in his 
mercy, grace, and providence, committing all our con- 
cerns into his hands, valuing nothing in compariſon 
of his love, fearing nothing but his frown; we may 


make it our great buſineſs to glorify him by our wor- 


ſhip and obedience. Thus we ſhould ſeek deliverance 
from thoſe fluctuating hopes and fears which agitate 


the minds of others as appearances vary: we ſhould 
not expect much additional comfort on earth from 


the moſt promiſing changes; nor yield to trepidation 
or deſpondency in times of danger or public calamity ; | 
and we ſhould ſhew that we are“ not afraid of evil 
„ tidings, as our hearts are fixed, truſting in the 
« Loxp,” „ whoſe kingdom is an everlaſting king- 
dom, and his dominion endureth to all generations: 
that ſo manifeſting that“ our minds are ſtayed upon 


_* Gon, and kept in perfect peace,” when © the hearts 


of others are moved, as the trees of the wood are 
* moved by the wind;” we may convince all around 
us, that they only are bleſſed who truſt in, and ſerve, 


the Lox, 


THE END, 
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